URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SWAFFHAM. 


—  »  » 

SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Area  in  acres  7144. 


Census  population  363G.  Density  of  population  1  person  to  2  acres. 


Gentlemen, 

In  making  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  to  your  Council  in  compliance  with  the  18th  Article, 
Section  14,  of  an  order  issued  from  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1880,  according  to  my  usual 
custom  I  will  first  submit  the  record  of  Births  and  Deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  Town : 

During  the  year  1895,  the  number  of  Deaths  registered  for  the  whole  Town,  including  the 
Workhouse  and  Cottage  Hospital,  was  70;  this  calculated  on  the  population  of  3636  will  give  a 
death-rate  of  19'2  per  thousand.  One  death  was  recorded  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases, 
namely — one  from  Typhoid  Fever  in  a  Boy  from  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  ships  at  Dartmouth ;  the 
whole  of  the  family  becoming  infected  with  the  disease.  With  reference  to  Sex — 36  Males  and  34 
Females  died  in  the  Town,  including  the  Workhouse  and  Hospital. 

Tlie  Births  numbered  92,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  25'3  per  thousand  of  the  popxdation,  of 
these,  50  were  Boys  and  42  Girls.  The  deaths  of  Children  under  1  year  numbered  15,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  6'2,  calculated  on  the  number  born  during  the  year,  a  very  high  rate  of  mortality. 

The  following  table  classifies  the  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  in  the  whole  Town : — 


Deaths  under  1  year 

15 

o 

,,  5  years  and  under  15.. 

3 

,,  15  years  and  under  25.. 

i 

,,  25  years  and  under  65.. 

12 

,,  65  and  upwards  . . 

..  34 

Total 

..  70 

The  grouping  into  various  ages  is  in  conformity  with  the  ages  fixed  by  the  Local  Govei'n- 

ment  Board  and  accompanies  this  report. 

Six  deaths  were  attributed  to  Cancer.  Phthis/fcaused  the  death  of  two  people. 

Notification  Act  adopted  in  1889: — During  the  year  24  cases  of  contagious  disease  have  been 
reported  to  me,  viz  :  Scarlatina,  5;  Typhoid  Fever,  12  ;  Erysipelas,  3  ;  Diphtheria,  4. 

In  all  these  cases  the  Inspector  and  myself  visited  and  used  disinfectants  freely,  and  where 
practiable,  ordered  isolation  of  the  patients. 

In  the  absence  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  it  is  a  great  difficulty  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
disease ;  had  such  a  Hospital  existed,  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  London  Street,  before- 
mentioned,  could  have  been  averted. 

The  Drainage  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  improved  during  the  coming  year ;  and  it  is  hoped  the 
Drainage  in  Lynn  Street,  Ash  Close,  and  Prince  of  Wales’  Road,  will  be  remedied. 

WATER.  The  Water  supplied  by  the  Public  Company  has  been  good  in  quality  and  quantity. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  INSPECTOR. 

During  the  year  14  foul  and  offensive  Privy  Bins  have  been  demolished  and  Privy  Pans 
substituted. 

Thirty  Houses  within  the  specified  distance  have  been  compelled  to  drain  into  Main  Sewer. 
Fifty-eight  foul  and  offensive  Yard  Drains  and  “  Mason  ”  Traps  have  been  replaced  with 
Earthenware  Gullies. 

Ten  Premises  have  been  provided  with  Portable  Receptacles  for  House  Refuse. 

Eight  offensive  accumulations  have  been  removed. 

Three  Samples  of  Water  have  heen  submitted  for  Analysis,  one  of  which  was  found  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes. 

One  Common  Lodging-House  has  been  Registered. 

A  group  of  10  Cottages  were  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Nine  cases  of  Pigs  being  kept  contrary  to  Bye-Laws  have  been  removed. 

One  case  of  over-crowding  has  been  dealt  with. 

Three  Premises  have  been  Fumigated  after  Infectious  Disease. 


I  remain. 

Yours  obediently, 

AUGUSTUS  W.  THOMAS,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  l.m.  Edin., 

Medical  Oficcr  of  Health  Urban  DUtrict  Council  of  Sicafham. 


